Among the great challenges that humanity faces during the 21st century, the urgency to solve the environmental problems that human beings have created and aggravated with
special intensity since the industrial revolution stands out, going through decades of demographic proliferation, technological advances, and converging all of them in a current context of global emergency (Martínez Botí, 2018). Our planet manifests itself continuously and simultaneously in different parts, sending us messages about the transformations it is undergoing: sudden changes in the weather, rising sea levels, or advances in desertification.
The concept of ‘desertification’ appears for the first time in 1949 by the French botanist André Aubreville. However, it was not until the 1960s that this word began to gain
media notoriety when a major drought occurred that devastated the Sahel strip, south of the Sahara desert. During the catastrophe, 500 million hectares were devastated and
between 100,000 and 200,000 people died in addition to 10 million head of cattle (Milas, 1984).
The genesis of Spain’s desertification dates back to our arrival in the Iberian Peninsula (46,000 years ago), however, the gears that turned Spain into a ‘desertification machine’ were established during Franco’s regime and ‘Transición’ (1939-1982), with special intensity in southeastern Spain, the driest region in Europe. Francoism is usually
associated with social repression but also established a state based on desertification, in which construction, agro-industry, or mass tourism were promoted as essential keys
for Spain’s economy that are still a reality today. Commonly known as the ‘Spanish economic miracle’ (1959-1974), it turned out to be a mortgage that all Spaniards would pay
throughout the 21st century. Today we know that 80% of Spain will become a desert by the end of the 21st century (Spanish Environmental Ministry, 2017).
Strabo already described parts of central Spain as ‘arid sprawling plains’ (Plácido Suárez, 1988), but each concession to coastal tourism, agribusiness, ‘zombie reservoirs’,
over-irrigation, overgrazing, abandoned quarries, rural depopulation... was proclaiming an accentuation and expansion of aridity around the peninsula, leaving a desertified
future Spain.
During Franco’s time, several scientists studied Spain’s desertification and its implications, but the absence of empirical information in the regime’s media regarding matters
of popular interest helped to legitimize this culture of desertification in favor of economic growth. The Spanish society was not well informed, while later generations inherited
ignorance and a culture of habitat destruction.
‘Eroding Franco’ is an ongoing visual journalism project that will relate the ignored scientific archives during Franco’s regime with the current desertification state of Spain.
36 years of dictatorship legitimized a culture of destruction and abandonment of the territory in favor of economic growth. ‘Eroding Franco’ represents a real opportunity to
demonstrate a silenced past, its present consequences, and a future that is as discouraging as it is uncertain.
A Camusian perspective
I consider that ‘Eroding Franco’ is closely linked to the theme of the call (“There is no life without dialogue”) and to the perspective of Albert Camus’s “Critical Journalism”.
‘Eroding Franco’ is based on this theoretical premise in which the report will not only document the current desertification state of Spain linked to scientific documents but
show solutions to the current problems of desertification, as well as promote dialogue between the scientific community, journalism, and society.
Camus outlines the importance of a journalist’s opinion and perspective. It is these unique positions and contributions from individual journalists that help to establish an
intellectual public dialogue. In his September 8, 1944 Combat entry, “Critical Journalism,” he elaborates on how a journalist can use his strong opinions to shape and define
his reporting in order to better inform the public. In other words, the journalist is not merely a parroting or recording device. Whether reporting facts, observing events and
happenings first hand, or interviewing others, the journalist is first and foremost a thinker.
In this way, the Spanish society must not only legitimize the actions of politics or science, but also those of journalism, which should rigorously report on the ways in which
people respond to the problems of desertification. As if it were a response to conventional journalism, which mainly emphasizes information that delves into the conflict, critical
journalism reports not only on what is wrong but also on finding responses to correct these problems. ‘Eroding Franco’ avoids hypotheticals and intentions, focusing on the
demonstrable and scientific effectiveness of human stories on Spain’s desertification.

Eroding Franco
a visual journalism project by Jordi Jon Pardo

This document consists of a sample of 12 photographs (instead of the 10 presented seperately) by Jordi Jon Pardo
and extracts from scientific archives on the desertification of Spain during Francoism-Transición (1939-1982).
‘Eroding Franco’ arises through my master’s thesis research, ‘Irruption of the desertification phenomenon in the
Spanish press’, and its incipient correlation with some of my photographic work on Spain’s desertification.
Captions and additional information can be found at the end of the project.
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img 1.

Young African men enjoy a game each day at 7 pm, excluding Mondays, on the outskirts of Cuevas del Almanzora
(Andalusia). The Almanzora River, which flows nearby, has
almost completely dried out due to droughts and agricultural
practices in the area. The water reservoir, located 7 kilometers to the northwest, is considered technically ‘dead’ and
needs to be diverted from other rivers to supply the region
with water.

Cuevas del Almanzora, August 2020

img 2.

Greenhouse fields in southern Spain, also known as ‘Mar
de Plástico’ (Sea of Plastic), in the province of Almeria.
In the vicinities of Adra, gates hide, not just hectares of
greenhouses, but dying lands affected by waste pollution
and chemicals. The agro-industrial complex was born in the
‘60s, during Franco’s autarky. Almost sixty years later, this
territory of southern Spain has become the largest greenhouse in the world. The unsustainable invasion of greenhouses has expanded to exceed more than 30,000 hectares
of Mediterranean nature.

Adra, July 2021
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An empty clean laboratory, affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. Sener Aeroespacial is a Spanish aerospace research
and engineering company, with a vocation on monitoring
and knowing the nature and scope of the problems caused
by human activity, with special attention to desertification
that advances throughout the peninsula. In November 2020,
a ’human error’ caused the rocket carrying Spain’s SeoSat-Ingenio and France’s Taranis to deviate from its course,
ruining a mission that cost 10 years of work and €200
million to track desertification and other climate change
phenomena in Europe.

Barcelona, February 2021

Dynamite explodes and the dust invades Alcover’s mountain. Continued quarrying activities such as limestone
extraction entail significant visual desertification. Despite
the efforts of some companies, mining activities produce
denuded areas that are extremely difficult to rehabilitate.

Alcover, March 2021
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The central plain of Castilla, where there are hundreds of
thousands of hectares at high or very high risk of desertification mainly to unequal distribution of resources, political
instability, deforestation, overgrazing, and poor irrigation
practices negatively affecting soil productivity in Don Quixote’s motherland.

Guadalajara, March 2022.

The tourist use of the Spanish desert. Tabernas has not just
become a recreational oasis in the heart of a desert, it is also
an environmental premonition of what Spain could be at the
end of the 21st century. In Tabernas, where spaghetti westerns used to be filmed, are the authentic cowboy scenarios
turned today into a theme park. This fictional town is enveloped by a surreal mysticism, inside, some of their visitors
are invaded by western live-action role-playing.

Tabernas, June 2021

The city of Benidorm is one of the country’s major tourism
projects. A tourist in Spain spends three to four times more
water than a resident: between 300 and 400 liters a day,
according to sources of the Spanish Forum of the Economy
of Water.

Benidorm, November 2019

A metal foundry in Òdena, Barcelona. Here, raw materials
from mining activities are transformed into machining and
daily-use components. The everyday transformation of our
habitat for our material benefits is a worldwide phenomenon, while strip mining destroys landscapes, forests, and
wildlife habitats at the site of the mine when trees, plants,
and topsoil are cleared from the mine.

Òdena, March 2021

A hiker crosses a hill in the desert of Tabernas (southeast
Spain), the driest area in Europe.

Tabernas, May 2019
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A lost door hit by torrential rains in southern Catalonia.
Over 215 liters per square meter fell in the region during the
1st of September. This phenomenon exposes the poor urban
planning of the southern Catalan coast. The growth of towns
at the mouths of the streams has caused hundreds of victims
since the mid-twentieth century. Meanwhile, Tarragona is
the Catalan region most at risk of desertification. Contrary
to what most people might believe, heavy rainfall can erode
soil itself and cause waterlogging, subsidence, and consequently desertification.

Cases d’Alcanar, September 2021
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The silicon head of Franco by Eugenio Merino. More than
40 years after his death, Franco is still capable of stirring up
controversy in Spain, the opening of the exhibition ‘Franco,
Victòria, República’ in Barcelona back in 2016 was another
evidence of the eternal dialogue of a country dealing with
its difficult past. Many statues of Franco were taken down
a long time ago but controversy still rages over streets
and buildings that retain names linked to the dictatorship.
Forty years after the dictator’s death, the dispute transcends
politics.

Barcelona, October 2016

Calendar
I have developed a schedule based on the 18-month duration of the project. ‘Eroding Franco’ needs deeper documentation work: first, the scientific evidence of yesteryear. Probably not just online, but consulting papers from physical archives like CSIC. And of course, its better correlation with the ongoing photographic documentation of these warned consequences while projecting it as a memory for our future. I will also need
the support of the society involved. Current times favor me, modern Spanish society seems determined to solve Spain’s desertification.
-

First Research and pre-production: May 2022 - June 2022

I consider that during these months I will be able to dedicate time to develop an accurate pre-production of ‘Eroding Franco’. It will be vitally
important to document myself in depth, keep rescuing and classifying more scientific documents from online and physical archives, establish
solid contacts, conduct online interviews, prepare a detailed production schedule, prepare the photographic material…
-

Second Research and pre-production: May 2023 - June 2023

In the pre-production of next year’s field work, guidelines and objectives similar to those of this year will be followed, although taking into
account the results of the previous production.
-

Production: June 2022 - August 2023

The on-site production of the report will take all summer. During this stage, the investigated materials will materialize. I have considered that the
photographic documentation will mostly be carried out during the summer months since the phenomenon of desertification is more notable for
the effects of meteorology and in people’s lives. I will consider returning on a different moment taking into account that there will be phenomena such as the torrential rains beyond summer.
-

First post-production and editing: September 2022 - October 2022

The first edition and post-production will take place during the next months of September and October. That will be the time when I will be
carrying out the final photographic editing and the final selection of the documents found, as well as establishing correlations with all the visual
documentation obtained. Also the completion of the journalistic texts, the verification of the results obtained with specialized sources, among
others…
-

Second post-production and editing: September 2023 - December 2023

This final post-production will go further due to the development of the final assets. I am not sure if I would like to develop an exhibition or a
book yet. But I am very convinced that ‘Eroding Franco’ could be perfectly adapted to any of these formats.

What will I document?
The production will depend, in part, on the results obtained during the pre-production. However, with the information and archives found so far (from about 60 researchers) I have established a series of topics that I will document soon:
Coastal mass tourism. The summer months can be a very good opportunity to document, according to the forecasts, the phenomenon of ‘over-tourism’. The Spanish economic model which is currently based on environmental destruction and
of course desertification, in which construction and mass tourism are essential keys for the Spanish GDP. The second most visited
country in the world and potentially to become the very first this decade, hosts tourists who spend three to four times more water
than a resident: between 300 and 400 liters a day, according to sources of the Spanish Forum of the Economy of Water.
Monegros 2022 festival. During my research on mass tourism and desertification, I came across an electronic
music festival held in the desert of Aragón (Monegros), one of the driest regions of Spain and prone to extending its desertification. This relationship between leisure, tourism and the desert ecosystem would work very well for my project. The festival will
take place on July 30, 2022.
More stories on industrial agriculture and strip mining. These two topics were fundamental for me last year. I
would like to keep developing them due to their correlation with desertification and their visual potential. On the one hand, the
agroindustrial Spanish complex was born in the 60’s, during Franco’s autarky. Almost sixty years later, this territory of southern
Spain has become the largest greenhouse in the world. The unsustainable invasion of greenhouses has expanded to exceed more
than 30,000 hectares of Mediterranean nature. Greenhouse plastic waste (also found in the sea) is a direct cause of soil contamination and its progressive desertification. On the other hand, quarrying activities such as limestone extraction entail significant visual
desertification. This issue is primarily linked to the massive construction of buildings, mass tourism, and society’s overconsumption. Despite the efforts of some companies, continued open-pit mining activities produce inert areas that are extremely difficult to
rehabilitate.
Continue to monitor climate impacts. Since I started this project, I have been monitoring the proliferation of natural disasters and their relationship established by the scientific community with desertification in Spain that has affected people’s
lives, especially torrential flooding and wildfires. My intention was to cover the human consequences of wildfires, but wildfires
last year in Spain (85.0000 burned hectares) have not had the recurrence, and intensity of other southern European countries
(Greece with 330.0000 burned hectares). But I will monitor the new ones that may originate, especially in the hottest months, as
well as the torrential flooding consequences that erode the soil and frequently affects much more homes than wildfires.

1996, Tarragona, Spain.
Focused on portraying the stories of the environment, Jordi Jon Pardo is a journalist and documentary photographer based in Barcelona. He’s
one of the founders of MÓN, an environmental journalism organization. His interest in the documentary image started while studying photojournalism in the university, where he covered human, psychological, and finally environmental stories. Jordi Jon is a National Geographic Explorer
and his work has been exhibited in different galleries in Spain, Switzerland, the United States, Finland, Germany, India, and Bangladesh.
Contact him: jordijon.lmf@gmail.com // +34 695 638 044

Thank you

References
(sorted by year of publication)

McIntyre, K., & Gyldensted, C. (2018). Positive psychology as a theoretical foundation for constructive journalism. Journalism Practice, 12(6), 662-678.
Botí, Miguel Ángel Martínez (2018). “Cambio Climático: Pasado, Presente y Futuro.”
Wenzel, A., Gerson, D., Moreno, E., Son, M., & Morrison Hawkins, B. (2018). Engaging stigmatized communities through solutions journalism: Residents of South
Los Angeles respond. Journalism, 19(5), 649-667.
Blázquez, Á. ¿ CAMBIARÁ EL CAMBIO CLIMÁTICO?.
Olcina Cantos, J., Saurí Pujol, D., & Vera Rebollo, J. (2016). Turismo, cambio climático y agua: escenarios de adaptación en la costa mediterránea española. Libro Jubilar En Homenaje Al Profesor Antonio Gil Olcina. Edición Ampliada, 171-193. doi: 10.14198/librohomenajeantoniogilolcina2016-13
Bermúdez, F. L. (2016). Desertificación, revisión de conceptos y definiciones. In Paisaje, cultura territorial y vivencia de la geografía: Libro homenaje al profesor
Alfredo Morales Gil (pp. 957-972). Instituto Interuniversitario de Geografía.
Vallejo Pousada, R. (2015). ¿Bendición del cielo o plaga? El turismo en la España franquista, 1939-1975. Cuadernos De Historia Contemporánea, 37, 89-113.
doi: 10.5209/rev_chco.2015.v37.50988
Baños Castiñeira, C. J. (2015). Capitalismo y turismo en España. Del” milagro económico” a la” gran crisis”.
Curry, A. L., & Hammonds, K. H. (2014). The power of solutions journalism. Solutions Journalism Network, 7, 1-14.
Leinfelder, Reinhold (2012). Assuming Responsibility for the Anthropocene: Challenges and Opportunities in Education’. University of Berlin. https://www.jstor.
org/stable/pdf/26240506.pdf
Davara Torrego, F. (2005). Los periódicos españoles en el tardo franquismo. Consecuencias de la nueva ley de prensa. Comunicación Y Hombre, (1), 131-147.
doi: 10.32466/eufv-cyh.2005.1.69.131-147
Galán, A., Cruz, J. A., Pozuelo, I., & Fernández, I (2001). Monografía: El Sureste. Andalucía Geográfica (8), 26-27. http://www.adurcal.com/enlaces/mancomunidad/guia/anuarios/bole08.pdf
Garzón, E. I. (1990). Albert Camus: de la libertad de expresión al periodismo crítico. Comunicación y estudios universitarios, 45-56.
Plácido Suárez, D. (1988). Estrabón III: el territorio hispano, la geografía griega y el imperialismo romano. Habis, 18 y 19, 243-256.
Plácido, Domingo (1987). Estrabón III: el territorio hispano, la geografia griega y el imperialismo romano, Universidad Complutense de Madrid. https://dialnet.
unirioja.es/servlet/articulo?codigo=57842
Milas, S. (1984). Population crisis and desertification in the Sudano-Sahelian Region. Environmental conservation, 11(2), 167-169.
Parsons, J. (1973). Southward to the Sun: The Impact of Mass Tourism On the Coast of Spain. Yearbook Of The Association Of Pacific Coast Geographers, 35(1),
129-146. doi: 10.1353/pcg.1973.0009
Bennett, H. (1960). Soil Erosion in Spain. Geographical Review, 50(1), 59. doi: 10.2307/212335
Alomar, Gabriel (1965). “Spain” in Arnold Whittick ed., Enecyclopedia of Urban Planning , (New York 1974), 930-31; Francis Violich, “Evolution of the Spanish
City,” Journal of the American Institute of Planners , 28 (Aug. 62), 170-179; Manuel Ribas y Piera “La planification urbanistica en Espana,” Zodiac, 15 (1965),
212-220.

